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Use of Technology in Improving Speaking Skills

This article deals use of technology in improving speaking skills. Technology helps and en-
courages the playfulness of learners and involves them in a different ways of learning. Technology
gives learners a chance to engage independently, provide opportunities for self-paced interactions,
privacy, and a safe environment where mistakes are corrected and exact feedback is given.
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The advent of technology brought revolutionary changes in language usage.
Technology is immensely used in educational sectors rather than trade and transac-
tions. It is the mode of communication. In order to communicate, speaking skills has
to be excelled by the learners in learning English. In the fast developing 21st century
various innovative technologies are being introduced to teach speaking skills in the
classrooms. Though technology cannot play the crucial role of a teacher, it can be
used an additional tool for improving teaching methods in classroom. Internet, pod-
casts, video conferencing, videos and speech recognition software are considered to
be some of the best tools for teaching speaking skills. There arenumerous modern
technologies available for teachers of English today to enhance speaking skill of for-
eign language learners.

Speaking is considered to be one of the most important skills of a language in
learning a foreign language. In the rapid developing 21st century various innovative
technologies are being introduced to teach English in the classrooms. To stay abreast
we need to exploit all the resources available and would the learners to use the tech-
nology at their disposal for their benefit. Students have to update their knowledge by
using modern technologies. Otherwise they will be relegated in the real world. Good
speaking skills are the act of generating words that can be understood by listeners.

According to Luoma, speaking is the skill that the students will be judged upon
most in real-life situations [1, p. 76]. It is an important part of everyday interaction
and most often the first impression of a person is based on his/her ability to speak
fluently and comprehensively. So, teachers have a responsibility to prepare the stu-
dents as much as possible to be able to speak in English in the real world outside the
classroom.

Technology helps and encourages the playfulness of learners and involves
them in a different ways of learning. Technology gives learners a chance to engage
independently, provide opportunities for self-paced interactions, privacy, and a safe
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environment where mistakes are corrected and exact feedback is given. Feedback
helps the learners to exercise and focus on particular error which adds additional val-
ue by its ability. At present, there are number of qualitative feedback software’s
available on the web. On the other hand, links are provided for explanations, addi-
tional help, references, the value of technology is further augmented. The usage of
Internet has brought tremendous change in the field of teaching and enhancing Eng-
lish learning. It is believed that people tend to forget everything within three days af-
ter they hear.

Modern technologies available in education today are Communication lab,
Video conferencing, CALL (Computer Assisted Language Learning) Blogging, In-
ternet , Pod casting and so on. It is the need of the hour to incorporate modern tech-
nologies to promote the level of English teaching. The current technologies lighten up
the mind of the students to get into the subject with full involvement rather than a
complex task to do. “New technologies in language learning by multiple intelligence
and mixed abilities replace with old methods of teaching” [2, p. 96]. The practice of
Internet has brought fabulous change in the field of teaching and enhancing English
learning. Language can be learnt by imitation and learnt as they speak in mother
tongue.

Software’s are accessible in language lab to improve LSRW skills. The stu-
dents have a chance to play it again and again without feeling boredom. Listening
Skills allow the person to understand what other person speaks. Speaking skills helps
to convey the same what he listened in the right manner. Reading skills is essential to
interpret what is in the text. Writing skills is used to express their own thoughts. The
students feel interest and try to listen, record, write and practice them through the
headphones in the labs and create interest to learn and repeat again and again over the
subject.

Video Conferencing is the gateway where one can access the speech of others
across the universe. It is the live relay programme where students get the best oppor-
tunity to post the questions immediately and get a platform to get the answers for
their queries from the experts. In addition, they have a chance to listen to the speech
of the great personalities and subject experts and know what is going in the world
within their area.

The use of Internet is widely used by the man across the globe. In the process
of learning, students use this aid in the classroom to learn English where they Google
the suitable materials for their topics. The teachers also instruct the students to collect
the information and participate among the friends for discussions. For these, the stu-
dents browse the different applications and online teaching aids and materials and
grow themselves by connecting with friends, other students, teachers, experts and
improve their oral proficiency with the native speakers and also improve intercultural
awareness, motivation and raise the level of interaction. They find lot of learning ma-
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terials like audio, video, audio-video recordings and get exposed to a target language
and helps in improving their speaking skills.

Mobile phones can also be utilized to enrich vocabulary skills by receiving new
words daily. There are many apps which can improve their vocabulary and give new
words and its origin, etc. The students’ needs to link with the websites in their mobile
phones and makes the learners to get chance to learn new words regularly.

The educational role of Computers in learning a second language and the role
of CALL (Computer Assisted Language Learning) is significant. The teacher can use
the latest technologies, which have the potential to transform the students from pas-
sive recipients of information into active participants. CALL is defined as the search
for and study of applications of the Computer in language teaching and learning
[3, p. 477].

Video Tapes helps the learners to learn drama, one-act play and monologues
where scenes from popular English films can be screened first without any running
script on the scene. Then the students are asked to find out the words, script etc.,
Again the scene will be repeated with the scripts on the scene. This kind of telecast-
ing videotape with and without script makes the students to get access with the pro-
nunciation, accent and word usage of English with interest. This method will make
the students to repeat it again in their homes voluntarily.

Podcasts helps to upload or download the audio file with the target language
and the teacher can use them as useful audio material for the classroom activities like
discussions. Besides, these can include pronunciation for learning different accents
[4, p. 133]. It helps the students to improve speaking skills. The students can make
use of these files inside and outside the classrooms in the form of entertainment as the
part of their education.

Technological tools offer possibilities to improve communication skills, self-
expression, and comprehension [2, p. 87].

According toChirag, social utilities such as Facebook and Twitter provide
many communicative variances for online community development [5, p. 473].

As a result, the following concluding remarks and recommendations can be
recorded:

1. The impact of Technology in the medium of education had become neces-
sary.

2. It can be viewed as an integral part of the learning activity.

3. Theory and practice can be implemented by the use of modernized technol-
ogy.

4. Modern technical ways to be followed for improving speaking skills.

5. Language Teachers should involve the students and become as facilitator.

6. The management should also provide proper infrastructure to meet the
needs of the modern technology.

452



7. The language teachers should be given awareness and exposure for the
modern technology through workshops, conferences.

8. Modern technological tools provide fun and allow for learning by motivat-
ing the students and help them to improve their speaking skills in a fruitful way.
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